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Sparks 


MEBBE when I took that buggy 
ride with Studebaker’s Ken Elliott 
in South Bend the other week I 
was just “keeping up with the 
Joneses” in the new fashions 
created by our crying need for 
rubber. This is impressed on me 
by a letter received from James T. 
Sullivan of the Boston Globe, dean 
of automobile editors, who not only 
keeps up his column but doubles 
in brass as real estate and travel 
editor, the job held by his son, Jim 
Junior, who has gone into the 
service. Father is now traveling 
in his son’s footsteps, sorta vice- 
versaing the old proverb. 

* * * 


THE SENIOR JIM reports the 
ravages of war in the “home of the 
bean and the cod,” where the 
Lowells spoke only to Cabots, and 
the Cabots spoke only to “God.” 

“Definitely Boston has_ turned 
back the veil of the past and is 
again living in it,” writes my rival 
for the crown of Methusaleh. “Take 
the Hotel Lenox. That was the 
favorite place where the brass hats 
of the automobile industry used to 
park themselves in the old days so 
as to be near old Mechanic’s build- 
ing to see what the other fellers 
were unveiling at the Boston auto- 
mobile show, when electric and 
steam vehicles were as numerous 
as gasoline buggies. A few days 
ago there was a ceremony at the 
Lenox, where Mayor Maurice Tobin 
and a group of Back Bay society 
elite rode up to the hotel in horse- 
drawn vehicles as a hitching post 
was uncovered—a genuine One with 


the horse’s head topping it. 
* * * 


“IF YOU STOP at the Hotel 
Statler these days you may get into 
a one-horse shay or a two-horse 
cabriolet. The Checker Taxicab 
Co. has several horse-drawn cabs 
standing around, and it is surpris- 
ing how many people use them. 
The newspapers have drafted a 
number of old wagons and some 
horses to take their editions to 
various stations. And the horse 


auction markets are doing a 
thriving business.” 
* x * 


IT ALSO carries me back nearly 
a half century to-read the cable- 
gram announcing the death in 
Berne, Switzerland, of Leon Berliet. 
For this Berliet was one of the 
pioneers of the French automobile 
industry whose product was the 
blueprint for us in the U. S. 
Remember Panhard, Renault, Mer- 
cedes and Peugeot, to mention only 
a few? Berliet’s job was held in 
such high esteem on this side of 
the Atlantic that it was reproduced 
by the great American Locomotive 
Co., when it ventured into the 
automobile manufacturing business 
some 35 years ago, as the Alco, 
a _ high-priced car competing 
with the Packard, Peerless, and 
Pierce Arrow. It was a costly 
but brief experience for the loco- 


motive company. 
* * * 


TAPPING still another and even 
an older generation, I beg to re- 
port that the second reunion of 
the Bicycle Racing Stars of the 
Nineteenth Century will be held in 
Chicago Friday, Aug. 28. Again 
the old timers will assemble at the 
Sportsman’s Golf Club, out near 
Wheeling and Half Day. Few of 
these veterans are left—I’m one of 
them—so if this is read by any of 
the survivors who may want to go, 
I suggest they write A. D. Kennedy, 
1922 Winona street, Chicago, him- 
self one of the racing stars of 
the other century. 


—Curis SINSABAUGH 


Entered as second-class matter Post Office, Detroit, under Act of Mar. 3, 1879 
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AtTomotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since AUToMmotTive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AUToMoTivE 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, how- 
ever, will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 
advertising as heretofore. 
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Relaxed Rules Seen for Costlier Cars 


OPA Studies Broader Eligible List to Speed Sale of Higher-Price Units; 
NADA Sets 16 Meetings on Dealer Problems, Financial Support; 
GMAC, Six Banks Sign Up to Make RFC Loans 


_Further liberalization is in sight for 
medium and higher-priced cars under 
OPA’s new-car rationing regulations. 
It will probably take the form of adding 
new classifications of eligibles for these 
types of cars. Best sellers, under the OPA’s rationing 
rules, have been the low-priced cars which have a much 
wider market because most eligibles are war workers, 
situated in the lower income groups for the most 
part. Classes of people, who normally buy in the 
medium and higher-priced car brackets, are few in 
numbers and for the most part are not eligible for 
new car purchases under rationing. 

Hubert Larson, head of OPA’s automobile rationing 
branch, has exhibited a sympathetic attitude toward 
dealer problems since he succeeded Dr. Rolf Nugent two 
months ago, reports national dealer officials, and he is 
anxious to do anything in his jurisdiction to facilitate 
the rationing of cars to proper persons. Accordingly, he 
has asked dealers to suggest ways of speeding the 
rationing of the medium and higher-priced vehicles. 

NADA has named a committee, composed of Harold 
Lanphear, chairman, R. C. Jones and C. B. Robertson jr., 
to study rationing of new cars and to confer with Larson 
on all matters pertaining to rationing of new automobiles. 

xk * 


David E. Castles, new president of 
National Automobile Dealers Assn.; 
Lynn S. Snow, treasurer, and Ray 
Chamberlain, executive vice-president, 
this week will start a tour of 15 key 
cities to discuss retail automobile dealer’s conditions 
generally and to make plans for the future financing of 
the association. The three officers have been working for 
several weeks with David E. Kelly, of Grand Forks, N. D., 
in formulating financial plans for the association. A 
meeting also was held recently in Missouri to get local 
dealer reaction on the program as completed thus far. 

The meetings will be held solely for organization pur- 
poses and no attempts will be made to raise money at them, 
it was said. Whatever fund-raising is done will be carried 
on later by campaign committees broken down into units 
of smallest counties. The first will be held at the Baker 
Hotel, Dallas, Aug. 19-20. Others are scheduled as follows: 

Aug. 21, Denver, Brown Palace; Aug. 25, Los Angeles, 
Biltmore; Aug. 26, San Francisco, Palace; Aug. 28, Port- 
land, Ore., Multnomah; Aug. 31, Seattle, Olympic; Sept. 2, 
Butte, Mont., Finlin; Sept. 4, Minneapolis, Nicolet; Sept. 
8-9, Chicago, Palmer House; Sept. 10, Detroit, Statler; 


Speedup Sought 
In Rationing of 
Costlier Cars 


NADA Officials 
To Start Series 
Of Meetings 


News in Brief 


; ate ® importer, have been thrown out, 
Fuel Rationing i toe Seecee, 
DETROIT.—Extension of gas- 
oline rationing to Ohio, Michi- 
gan, Indiana and Illinois, prob- 
ably in September, was foreseen 
last week by petroleum industry 
sources. Included also would be 
the 80 counties, bordering the 


Saving Fuel 
WASHINGTON. — It’s practi- 
cal—and saves gasoline—to run 
cars by using only half their 
cylinders, Sun Oil Co. said last 
Eastern ration area. Extension week in an advertisement here. 
of the area would be due to The ad said: “Comprehensive 
transportation difficulties, it ‘Sts have proved that it is prac- 
was said. tical to run most automobiles— 
and still obtain smooth, ade- 
quate and reasonably satisfac- 
tory transportation—by using 
only half the number of cylin- 
ders in the car and making 
simple, inexpensive motor and 
carburetor adjustments. This 
will mean up to one-third less 
consumption of gasoline and, in 
many cars, up to 50 percent 
more mileage per gallon.” 


Rubber Report 


WASHINGTON, — With the 
Baruch Rubber Committee 
working at top speed, it is ex- 
pected that a partial report on 
the rubber situation would be 
forthcoming within 10 days or 
two weeks. Wild statements of 


E. E. Simpson, N. Y. rubber 









A REAL Service 
To the Nation 


_ As AUTOMOTIVE NEws has pointed out previously, the 
siphoning off of automobile mechanics into other jobs is 
rapidly approaching a national crisis. Something must 
be done quickly if we are to properly maintain the 
20,000,000 cars and 5,000,000 trucks which federal au- 
thorities now consider indispensable to the war effort. 


First of all, ODT or some other agency should 
conduct a survey to determine how many service 
establishments and mechanics will be necessary to keep 
vehicles rolling for the duration. That done, ways and 
means should be provided for sustaining those required. 


Secondly, proper authorities should see that the 
recent order of the War Manpower Commission, warning 
representatives of the United States Employment Service 
against intimidation of mechanics, is carried out to the 
letter. Moreover, federal officials should impress on 
automobile mechanics that, by remaining on their 
present jobs, they are performing a service to the nation 
equal to that performed by soldiers on the production 
and battle lines. There are “E” pins for other war work- 
ers; why not similar ones for transportation mechanics? 


To meet an ever-increasing overhead, dealer service 
establishments also need relief on price ceilings, if they 
are to remain open and service the nation’s transpor- 
tation system. One method would be to freeze mechanics’ 
positions and wages; another to permit a revision up- 
ward of ceilings, as now contemplated for food prices. 

Make no mistake, America’s war effort rides on 


wheels. Isn’t it about time we made certain that 
those wheels are kept rolling? 








Sept. 11, Cleveland, Carter; Sept. 14, Boston, Copley-Plaza; 
Sept. 15-16, New York, Park Central; Sept. 17, Philadelphia, 
Bellvue-Stratford; Sept. 18, Baltimore, Belvedere. <A 
sixteenth meeting will be held in Atlanta, but the date 
and exact meeting place has not been set. 

x *k * 


RFC has made contracts available to 

GMAC, 6 Banks banks and finance companies whereby 
Sign Up to loans can be made to dealers under the 
Make RFC Loans Murray-Patman Act. Loans can be 
obtained from the following in the 

same manner as from the loan agencies of RFC. Those 
that have signed up to date are: General Motors Acceptance 
Corp., Colonial Trust Co., Pittsburgh; First National Bank, 
Atlanta; Contract Purchase Co., Detroit; The Pennsylvania 


Co., Philadelphia; First National Bank, Shreveport; 
First National Bank, Birmingham, Ala. 
xk 


Fearful that material shortages might 
shut many war plants, WPB last week 
was considering establishment of a new 
section to handle complaints. To keep 
in close touch with the problem, officials 
studied a plan for obtaining daily reports from the 
Army, Navy and Maritime commission. 


Advised by the WPB labor policy committee that 1,000 
plants might be forced to close, WPB officials declared 
that the report was exaggerated, but said that some 
shutdowns or slowdowns are necessary to keep war produc- 
tion balanced. A spokesman said President Roosevelt’s 
goal of 60,000 planes this year might not be reached but 
it would come close; said output would reach about 8,000 
a month in December. Production of ships and tanks are 
slightly behind schedule now, but the spokesman said 
the outlook is good for achieving 1942 goals. 


WPB Is Acting 
To Avert 
Plant Closings 
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N.J. Boards Continue 
Strict Rationing 


By Bethune Jones 

Staff Correspondent 
NEWARK.—New Jersey ration- 
ing officials have asserted their 
intention to continue stringent 
interpretation of regulations, de- 
spite dealer complaints that the 
more liberal policies of Western 
boards are permitting sales of new 
number 


cars in much greater 
there than in the East. 
The issue became intensified 


when OPA headquarters in Wash- 
ington, in setting August quotas, 
assigned no new cars to New 
Jersey and some other states on 
the basis that the unused carryover 
from preceding months was ample 
to meet demand. Dealers here 
protest that the effect is to divert 
to the West cars to which New 
Jersey is entitled. 


Although New Jersey dealers 
and rationing officials apparently 


July Best Sales 
Month in 742, 
Akron Reports 


AKRON.—Akron automobile 
dealers were elated over the sales 
reports and registrations of new 
and used cars during July, the best 
automobile sales month since the 
rationing plan became effective 
last January. 

TJsed car sales last month totaled 
1,072 as compared with 916 in June 
and only 700 last February, the 
low month of the year to date 
New car sales were reported 10 
percent greater than in June but 
the total number of permits issued 
and the monthly motor car quota 
were not revealed. 

While sales were up in July they 
showed a marked decline in the 
first week in August, when used 
car sales dropped to 122 and new 
ear registrations totaled only 30 

*. *« *€ 


New-Car Releases Drop 
In July at Portland 


PORTLAND, Ore. Compared 
with June’s new-car sales of 187, 
July rationing in Portland showed 
a decrease to 160 units, due in 
part to holiday. 

As of July 1 Portland dealers 
had 1,788 “A” cars in stock, 690 in 
“B” pool. To sell the 1,788 cars 
in eight months before Mar. 2, 
1943, average monthly sales would 
have to be 223. If quota is but 
100 a month stocks could not 
be disposed of via local ration 
by end of ‘43. 

Portland dealers have augmented 
stocks from other sources, chiefly 
outside dealers. 

° ¢ #* 


Only 99 Applications 


Refused in Okla. 


OKLAHOMA CITY. Only 99 
Oklahomans who applied to local 
boards during the first five months 
of new automobile rationing were 
refused, and 1,160 passenger car 
sales were approved in the state. 
Joe Griffin, state rationing officer 
has announced. 

Largest number of new cars in 
the state went to war workers 
during the initial rationing pro- 
gram. Total in this classification 
was 449. Purchases by other 
eligible groups were as _ follows: 

Physicians, surgeons, nurses and 
veterinarians 99; ministers 20; am- 
bulance service 5; fighting services 
2; public police service 23; health 
and safety 14; mail services 61, 
taxis 50; transportation to con- 
struction jobs and repairs 101; offi- 
cial government business 65; trans- 
portation of farm produce and 
supplies 132; salesmen of special 
equipment and roods 103; wholesale 
delivery of newspapers 1; others 23. 


Portland Dealer Starts 
Work on Tracks 
PORTLAND, Ore.—-Logan Auto 
Co., headed by David H. Logan, 
is starting assembly of $2,000,000 
worth of tracks for 32-ton medium 
tanks, on a contract secured 
through Oregon War _ Industries, 
Inc., a group composed of several 
automotive shops. 
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agree there is a distinct difference 
between the East and West atti- 
tudes in rationing cars, the officials 
in this state uphold their record 
in releasing cars for sale, putting 
responsibility in part on dearth 
of applications. 

Asserting that New Jersey local 
boards “are doing the job properly 
and should be given credit for 
abiding by the spirit and letter of 
the regulations,” State OPA Direc- 
tor James Kerney jr., added: 

“By that I don’t mean that the 
rest of the country may be ration- 
ing automobiles improperly. But 
I do feel the attitude of boards in 
New Jersey is in line with condi- 
tions and the job assigned to them. 

“Rationing board members in 
the East, as well as the East coast 
public generally, are more aware 
of the emergency travel needs of 
the nation and the manner in 
which such emergency cuts across 
the normal American’s way of life 
They are much more apt here in 
the East to feel that regulations 
nust be applied firmly. I can 
understand that other parts of the 
country might not feel so, since 
their travel still is more nearly 
normal than ours.” 

Charles J. Fagg, chairman of the 
Newark board, said: “If dealers 
feel that our rationing board is too 
strict they fail to take into con- 
sideration that the regulations are 
made by Washington and that any 
relaxing to be done must be done 
by Washington first.” 

Expressing the opinion that one 
of the biggest obstacles to issuing 
certificates is the OPA rule that 
the applicant’s old car must have 
traveled 40,000 miles before he can 
successfully apply for a new car 
Fagg pointed out that many cars 
are unfit for use after only 25,000 
or 30,000 miles. But under present 
instructions, he added, boards are 
unable to issue certificates in 
such cases. 

In criticising the stringent poli- 
cies of New Jersey boards, dealers 
point out that new car sales are 
now running higher in the Detroit 
area than in the metropolitan area 
comprising New Jersey, New York 
and part of Connecticut, although 
normally sales in the latter zone 
run 10 to 29 percent ahead of 
the Detroit zone. 

The Jersey dealers complain that 
while the government some time 
ago decided to relax a little in 
the requirements for new car ra- 
tioning certificates, the Jersey 
boards have not fallen in line with 
that trend and are as strict, if not 
more so. than when rationing be- 
gan. While it is, of course, not 
expected that boards should issue 
certificates to those not entitled 
to them, dealers feel they should 
ease up in cases of applicants 
on the eligible list. 

Dealers here are more than a 
little irritated that they are re- 
quired to ship some of the carry: 
over cars from preceding months’ 
quotas to dealers in other parts of 
the country, such as Detroit. They 
argue there would be no cars in 
this territory to be reshipped if | 
rationing boards had absorbed the | 
liberal spirit desired by government | 
and shown by boards elsewhere. 






























Regrooving of Tires 


Restricted by WPB 


WASHINGTON. — War _  Pro- 
duction Board last week pro- 
hibited the regrooving of tires 
without its written approval. 

Officials said the WPB re- 
garded regrooving as uneco- 
nomical, that it made a tire 
unsuitable for possible recap- 
ping in the future. 


AAA Charges 


Confusion in 
Fuel Rationing 


WASHINGTON. — Widespread 
lack of uniformity in the handling 
by various rationing boards of re- 
quests for supplemental allotments 
of gasoline was cited last week by 
the American Automobile Assn 

“Reports from all sections of the 
East,” said President Thos. P. 
Henry, “indicate that the complex 
gasoline rationing regulations are 
being interpreted in one fashion by 
boards in a given state and in an 
entirely different fashion by boards 
in another state. There is even 
lack of uniformity in interpretation 
as between boards in one city; on 
a given set of facts, one board may 
approve an application for supple- 
mental allotments while another 
may refuse it. 

“To end this confusion, it is 
suggested that the Office of Price 
Administration call a meeting of 
the heads of the various state 
rationing boards and reach a defi- 
nite agreement as to how all or a 
major part of the various types 





of cases are to be handled under 
In turn, heads of 


the regulations. 
the state groups should then cali 
meetings of heads of the local 
boards and make clear under what 
circumstances applications for sup- 
plemental gasoline are 
granted or denied. 
“Complete uniformity is no doubt 
impossible in view of the wide 
variety of problems posed by in- 
dividual motorists seeking extra 
gasoline. But meetings of the typc 
suggested would go a long way 
toward bringing about a greater 
degree of uniformity and putting 
an end to the_ inequities 


the regulations.” 


Wallace Joins NADA 
To Aid Contacts 


WASHINGTON.—E. M. Wallace, 
who has been identified with the 
retailing of automobiles for over 
30 years, has joined NADA’s staff 
He has merchandised as a 


here. 
salesman, retail sales manager and 


dealer for Buick, Nash, Oakland, 
Packard and Dodge cars, mostly 


in Washington. 

Wallace’s duties will be to sup- 
plement the government contact 
work being done by Ray Chamber- 
lain and Chas. W. Bishop, to assist 
visiting dealers 
contacts, to correspond with dealers 
inquiring about various regulations, 
and will maintain close contact 
with sections of OPA and WPB. 


Dealer Holds Picnic 


MORGANTOWN, W. Va.—With F. 
H. Wilkins, president, as host, 
than 100 dealers and employes attended 
the eighth annual picnic of Wilkins 
aa (Chrysler-Plymouth) here last 
week. 


Car Sales Up, Stocks Low | 
In New Orleans Area 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW ORLEANS.—-New car sales 
continued at a _ satisfactory level 
here during July with 119 de- 
liveries, compared with 101 in June 
Comparatively few applications for 
new car ratings were turned down 
in the categories of those author- 
ized to buy them, rationing board 
Officials said. 

Truck sales were limited gener- 
ally to government sales and in a 
few instances to contractors for 
government projects. These totaled 
58 in July, compared to 44 in June. 

With present stocks of Pool A 
cars in hands of dealers here esti- 
mated at less than 200, dealers are 
not in any great hurry to dispose 
of these and will not worry if the 
sate of these is prolonged through 
the remainder of the present 
year, according to J. R. Battle, | 


president of the New Orleans 
Automobile Dealers Assn. 

With rental charges on _ these 
practically adequate to pay show- 
room operating expenses, some 
dealers are extending the time of 
disposing of stocks as long as pos- 
sible without turning down outright 
any bonafide priority order. Pros- 
pective purchasers from _ other 
cities who telephone to ask if cars 
of particular makes and models 
can be had, are urged to buy 
in their own towns. 

If cars are sold to these, the 
local dealers lose the servicing of 
the car and similar sources ot 
profit and are, therefore, trying to 
sell locally wherever possible. 

The dealers association expressed 
complete’ satisfaction with the 
manner in which the local ra- 
tion board Operates. 
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Use Cut 


By One Millio 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON. -— Various re- 

strictions on the use of cars, tires 

and gasoline have already taken 


approximately 1,000,000 passenger | 


cars and trucks off the streets and 


highways of the United States, ac- | 


cording to official registration 
figures reported to the National 
Automobile Dealers Assn. 

The survey, which covers total 
registrations in the 25 states and 
the District of Columbia, or about 
one-half the country, for the year 
ended July 1, 1942, shows a decline 
in passenger cars in use of 391,682, 
or 3.10 percent. During the same 
period and in the same areas, 
truck registrations declined 34,633, 
or 1.62 percent. Total number of 
units taken out of service, 426,315. 

If the registration declines in 
the 23 unreported _ states 


been in excess of 800,000, NADA 
points out. To this, of course, must 
be added the losses that have 
accrued during the month and 
over since the registrations were 
recorded. 

Latest complete official registra- 
tion records now available are for 


July 31, 1941, which showed 
27,700,011 passenger cars’ and 
4,551,726 trucks, or a _ total of 


32,251,737 units in use. 


Ahrens Finds 
Cadillac Dealers 


Set for Duration 


DETROIT.—Returning from _ in- 
spection tours which took him from 
coast to coast, D. E. Ahrens, gen- 
eral salesmanager of Cadillac, re- 
ports a determined morale among 
Cadillac distributors to stay in 
business whatever may come. 

The few dealers who were lost 
during the first six months of 1942 
account for only slightly more than 
3 percent of Cadillac’s 1941 vol- 
ume, Ahrens said. 

“Cadillac distributors as a whole 
have ‘cleared their decks’ and have 
buckled down with grim deter- 
mination to stay in the automc- 
bile business,” Ahrens said. 


Truck Releases 


1,944 in Week 


WASHINGTON. — The Automo- 
tive branch approved the release 
during the week ended Aug. 8 of 
1,944 trucks, trailers and miscel- 
laneous vehicles for civilian use 
and to holders of Government 
Exemption Permits. 

Under the truck rationing plan, 
civilian users last week obtained 
113 light, 571 medium and 50 heavy 
trucks, 83 trailers and 25 miscel- 
laneous vehicles, such as _ station 
wagons, ambulances, hearses, etc. 
Holders of Government Exemption 
Permits, which include private ex- 
porters, received 439 light, 567 
medium and 23 heavy trucks, 2 
trailers, 71 miscellaneous vehicles. 

Since the program began March 
9, a total of 60,164 vehicles of all 
types has been rationed to civilian 
users and persons in the GEP cate- 
gory. The total includes 5,358 light, 
14,253 medium and 4,655 heavy 
trucks, 3,318 trailers and 503 mis- 
cellaneous vehicles for GEP holders. 
civilian users, and _ 10,200 light, 
13,774 medium and 3,927 heavy 
trucks, 1,073 trailers and 3,103 mis- 
cellaneous’ vehicles’ released to 


Chicago Releases 


Below Promises 


CHICAGO.—Michael F. Mulcahy, 
rationing administrator, reported 
that during the first week of 
August the number of new cars 
certified here totaled 170. He also 
announced that certificates for 
3,418 automobile tires and tubes 
were issued, as well as 1,201 pas- 
senger car and 468 truck tire 
recaps and retreads. 

The number of new cars releasea 
was far below the rate for August 
promised by Mulcahy, who previ- 
ously stated that he planned to 
approve orders for more than 
2,000 during the month. 


run | 
parallel to those in the reporting | 
areas, it is quite likely that the | 
loss to motor transportation has | 






















In commenting on_- current 
| trends, NADA said: “During a 
| considerable part of the year ended 
| July 1, 1942, the restrictions on 
motor transportation were of little 
| or nO consequence. However, it 
is reasonable to assume that the 
next few months will reveal a 
different picture, unless steps are 
taken to replenish tires as they 
wear out from use or deteriorate 
in storage. 


Highway Deaths 
Hit 40,000 in 
"41, Up 16% 


CHICAGO.--— Motorists took a 
last, wild fling at peacetime driv- 
ing in 1941 and 40,000 Americans 
were killed—5,500, or 16 percent, 
| more than in 1940--the National 
| Safety Council reported last week. 
| According to the new 1942 edition 
| 






of Accident Facts, the council's 
annual accident statistics yearbook, 
motor vehicle accidents last year 
also drained the nation’s effective 
manpower of 1,400,000 persons who 
were non-fatally injured. 

The calculable cost of 1941's 
motor vehicle accidents’ totaled 
$1,900,000,000 — approximately half 
of which was property damage loss. 

This record was written, says 
Accident Facts, by 34,355,000 motor 
vehicles traveling an all-time rec- 
ord of 317,000,000,000 miles. 

Of the 40,000 persons killed, 8,000 

one in five—had been drinking. 
State summaries for 1941 show 
that 11 percent of the drivers in- 
volved in fatal accidents had been 
drinking. These drivers were in- 
volved in one out of six accidents. 

The same summaries show that 
14 percent of the pedestrians killed 
had been drinking——1,900 of the 
13,600 pedestrian deaths. The 
figures indicated that one in every 
six adult pedestrians had _ been 
drinking. 


N. C. Dealers 
Add Sidelines 


WEST JEFFERSON, N. C. 
Parkway Chevrolet Co. here, ac- 
cording to Manager Lem Hafer, 
has been appointed as dealer for 
a line of poultry and _ livestock 
feed, etc. 

Tom Duncan, head of the Dun- 
ean Motor Co., (Dodge-Plymouth) 
has established a chicken coop 
manufacturing plant in one section 
of the building. “After we get mass 
production methods underway, we 
expect to make at least 500 coops 
a week,” Duncan declared. “These 
will be sold to produce dealers in 
the country. Formerly these 
dealers have been buying coops 
from a firm below the mountains.” 

At the Ashe County Motor Co., 
(Ford), it was learned from Bern- 
ard and Earl Graybeal, owners. 
that they are selling milk to a 
cheese plant and are also planning 
to go into the feed business. 


Davis Named 
Johnson Aide 


DETROIT.—Appointment of 
James H. Davis as special assistant 
to E. F. Johnson, vice-president of 
General Motors in charge of the 
Dayton divisions and the Eastern 
Aircraft division, was announced 
last week by C. E. Wilson, presi- 
dent of General Motors. Davis, 
who fas been general manager of 
tne Moraine Products division since 
1924, will remain in Dayton. 

At the same time, Wilson an- 
nounced the consolidation of the 
Moraine Products division and the 
Delco Brake division in Dayton. 
The consolidated organization, 
which will be known as the Mor- 
aine Products division, will be 
headed by Bernard A. Brown as 
general manager. Brown is now 
general manager of the Delco 
Brake division. 

It was also announced that Earl 
S. Patch, who has been active in 
the development of the powderea 
metal products of the Moraine divi- 
sion, will continue with similar 
responsibilities in the new division. 
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Go to 7 Auto Plants 


DETROIT. — Seven automotive- 
managed war _ plants — Chrysler 
Tank Arsenal, Oldsmobile, White, 
Continental, Borg-Warner, Autocar 
and McCord Radiator — were 
awarded the new Army-Navy Pro- 
duction Award pennant last week. 
Employes in the plants received 
special Army-Navy “E” pins. 


Briggs Producing 
Bomber Turrets 


At Reduced Cost 


DETROIT.—Bomber turrets are 
now not only being made in large 
volume at the Briggs Mfg. Co.’s 
new bomber turret plant, but also 
their cost to the government has 
been reduced by the company more 
than 30 percent through improved 
manufacturing techniques and con- 
ditions, W. P. Brown, president 
of the company. was permitted by 
the U. S. Army Air Forces to an- 
nounce last week. 

Lieut. Gen. H. H. Arnold, chief 
of the Army Air Forces; Maj. Gen. 
Alexander I. Belyadz of the USS. 
S.R.; Air Marshal B. C. S. Evill 
of Great Britain; Maj. Gen. James 
Burns; Brig. Gen. Benjamine 
Meyers; Air Commander H. T. 
Lydford of Great Britain; Col. 
Horace Shelmire; Col. W. T. Sex- 
ton; Maj. C. D. Peterson; Col. 
Alonzo Drake; Lieut. Col. C. H. S. 
Russell; and Col. Harley S. Jones 
inspected the Briggs bomber tur- 
ret plant last week on a tour of 
Detroit plants. 

Brown told Gen. Arnold and the 
other visitors that this plant. which 
had been completed on May 15 this 
year, was already 53 percent ahead 
of the original schedule set up by 
the Army Air Forces, and is now 
shipping at a rate of several mil- 
lion dollars worth a month. As 
soon as additional machinery and 
raw materials can be obtained, 
Brown said, present production will 
be greatly increased. Up to now 
only 25 percent of the machinery 
required has been delivered. 

There are thousands of individual 
pieces in the Briggs bomber turret, 
ranging from tiny watch-like gears 
a quarter of an inch in diameter, 
to huge aluminum castings. Such 
turrets as these provide the major 
portion of flexible fire power car- 
ried by big bombers. 

Briggs received the first contract 
to make bomber turrets on Aug. 


18, 1941. Due to the tremendous 
demands, it was obvious that a 
new plant would be_ necessary. 


However, the company did not wait 
for the completion of the new 
plant to commence manufacturing. 
In one of its other Detroit factor- 
ies pilot lines were set up--the first 
turret delivered on Dec. 23--and 
hundreds more completed and de- 
livered hefore the new plant was 
finished. 

On May 15, 1942, when the turret 
manufacturing was moved fror 
other Briggs plants to the new 
plant, deliveries were already 36 
percent ahead of schedule. On 
July 1, after 45 days in the new 
vlant, they were 40 percent ahead 
of schedule, and on Aug. 1, 1942 
30 days still later, they were 53 
percent ahead of schedule. For 
July production was 100 percent 
more than the amount originally 
promised. 


Chrysler Cuts 
Dividend in Half 


NEW YORK.—Chrysler Corp 
last week declared a dividend of 
75 cents a common share, compared 
with $1 a share paid June 13 and 
$1.50 paid Sept. 13, 1941. The 
dividend was made payable Sept. 14 
to stockholders of record Aug. 22. 

Earnings of the company for 
the six months ended June 30 
were equal to $2.02 a common 
share, less than half the $482 a 


common share reported for the 
comparable 1941 period. 
Offices Combined 
NEW YORK.—Nash-Kelvinator auto- 
motive and refrigerator divisions here 
will be combined into one large office, 
display room and_ parts warehouse 


at 16-24 West 61st St. 


At the Chrysler ceremonies, Maj. 
Gen. Levin H. Campbell, chief of 
ordnance, U. S. Army, presented 
the pennant to E. J. Hunt, tank 
arsenal operating manager. Col. 
A. B. Quinton, chief of Detroit 
Ordnance district, said the new 
award, which replaces all previous 
recognition awards, is a means “by 
which the achievements of the 
soldiers of the production lines can 
oe recognized just as are the 
soldiers of the battle lines.” 

_At Oldsmobile in Lansing, Gov. 
Van Wagoner witnessed the cere- 
monies presided over by Brig. Gen. 
«A. G. Gillespie, commanding ofticer 
of the Watervliet Arsenal. The 
pennant was received by S. E. Skin- 
aer, general manager of Oldsmobile 
which is making shells and cannon. 

Judge Robert P. Patterson, 
inder-secretary of war, made the 
pennant presentation at the White 
wiotor Co. in Cleveland. Robert F. 
lack, president of White, which is 
turning out scout cars, half-tracs, 
cargo trucks and mobile tank 
destroyers, accepted the award. 


Steel Recovery 


Corp. Formed 


WASHINGTON.— Organization of 
the Steel Recovery Corp. was an- 
nounced last week by the War 
Production Board. The new corpo- 
ration, acting as agent of the 
Metals Reserve Co., will make ar- 
rangements for the purchase and 
sale to war contractors of idle, 
frozen and excess stocks of iron 
and steel, as part of WPB’s nation- 
wide program to direct all scarce 
materials into strategic produc- 
tion as rapidly as possible. 

It will function in much the 
Same manner as the Copper Recov- 
ery Corp., which is now in the 
process of channeling millions of 
pounds of copper into war use. 

George L. Stewart, vice-president 
of Edgar T. Wards’ Sons Co., steel 
distributors, of Pittsburgh, has 
been elected president of the Steel 
Recovery Corp. Other members of | 
the board are: C. W. Nichols, vice- 
president, Metals Reserve Co.; John 
May, vice-president, American Steel 
& Wire Co.; N. J. Clarke, vice- 
president, Republic Steel Corp.; B. 
E. Kibbee, vice-president, Sharon 
Steel Corp.; Richmond Lewis, presi- 
dent, Charles C. Lewis Co.; Everett 
D. Graff, president, Joseph  T. 
Ryerson & Son, Inc., Chicago; 
Lester Brion, president, Peter A. 
Frasse & Co., Inc.; Walter S. 
Tower, president, American Iron & 
Steel Institute; Walter S. Doxsey, 


president, American Steel Ware- 
house Assn. Headquarters of the 
corporation will be _ established 


in Pittsburgh. 


Simplified Lathe 
Cuts Time, Cost 


ST. LOUIS.—A simplified lathe, 
said to be helping solve the 
machine-tool shortage in war pro- | 
duction plants, is being produced 
by a Missouri farm machinery 
manufacturer and other machine | 
shops in the Middlewest. 

Gleaner Harvester Corp., Inde- 
pendence, Mo., is building a new 
and simplified single-purpose lathe, 
costing less than one-tenth of the 
price of a multiple-spindle lathe 
for use by manufacturers of small 
projectiles, according to Col. Merle 
H. Davis, head of the St. Louis 
Ordnance district. 

“The corporation has completed | 
its first lathe and it has been ap-| 
proved,” Col. Davis said. “It cost 
about $1,500, compared to $15,000- 
$20,000 for multiple-spindle lathes.” | 





‘Details of Design’ First | 
Of New Booklets 

BRISTOL, Conn.—First of a 
new series of booklets, to be dis-| 


cributed under the generic title of | 
“New Departure Engineering Serv- | 


ice,” and now available is: “De- 
tails of Design of shafts andj| 
housings for ball bearings.” 


The booklet “DD” is written for 
the benefit of the machine designer | 
interested in applying ball bearings. 





New Amphibian Tractor 


Now in Production 

DETROIT.—The first com- 
pletely new tool of warfare to 
make its bow in the present con- 
flict is being produced, in volume 
that is a military secret, in the 
plant of a former manufacturer 
of motor cars. 

The amvhibian tractor—called 
the “Alligator” by its inventor 
and dubbed the “Invasion Taxi” 
by Marines—is constructed to 
be carried aboard ship, launched 
overside by sling and boom, and 
to carry a_well-armed and 


well armored load of Marines 
through the surf and across 
the beach to attack. 





Tire Storage 


Setup Eased 


DETROIT. — Acting to prevent 
tieups of essential transportation, 
OPA has provided means by which 
those who get rationing certificates 
can be supplied quickly with tires 
of any size. 

Manufacturers will be permitted, 
subject to certain restrictions, to 
store tires and tubes regionally in 
private warehouses and _ other 
premises where they will be con- 
venient to meet demand. Even 
retail establishments may be used 
for storage, provided the manu- 
facturers’ stocks are segregated 
from the dealer’s and are not sub- 
ject to his control. 

Under present business condi- 
tions in the retail tire field, many 
dealers do not have all sizes on 
their shelves. In some cases, when 
a customer comes to them for a 
easing or tube which they cannot 
immediately supply, they must 
send to a distant warehouse and 
wait for shipment. This sometimes 
takes several days. 
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UA W Fears Wildcat Strikes 


Over Premium Pay 


DETROIT.--Mandated by UAW- 
CIO members to recover premium 
pay for weekend work—unless all 
labor agrees, within 30 days, to 
make the same _ sacrifice, union 
Officials returned last week from 
the UAW’'s Chicago convention 
fearful lest such action will precipi- 
tate a series of wildcat strikes in 
war production plants. 

Following last spring’s recom: 
mendations, for the past three 
months UAW ofticials have been 
negotiating out of contracts those 
clauses which call for time and a 
half for Saturday work and double 
time for Sundays, as the union's 
contribution to the war _ effort. 
Rank-and-file dissatisfaction with 
the fact that other unions had 
not followed the UAW’s lead, led 
to the call for retraction in the 
Chicago convention. 

Unless other unions agree to the 
UAW plan—or the government 
orcers all labor to agree within 
30 days, UAW offiicials fear that 
numerous wildcat strikes may re- 
sult if management refuses to 
reinstate the premium-pay clauses 
in present contracts. 

At closing sessions of the con- 
vention, R. J. Thomas was re- 
2lected president and his salary 
ooosted to $9,000 a year from $5,500. 
George F. Addes, secretary-trea- 


Delco Adds Foundry 


ANDERSON, Ind.—Acquisition by 
Delco Remy division, General Motors 
Corp.. of the Salem Walters mills 


and property from the Indiana Lime- 
stone Co. at Bedford, was announced 
here last week by O. V. Badgley. gen- 


eral manager of the division. To 
produce nonferrous castings, the new 
General Motors plant will be known 
as the Bedford Foundry. Delco Remy 


division. 


surer, was raised from $5,000 to 
$8,500, and _ international board 
members were boosted from $3,500 
to $5,000 a year. 

Walter P. Reuther, General 
Motors division director, and Rich- 
ard T. Frankensteen, Chrysler 
and aviation director, will receive 
$7,000 in the newly-created posts 
of vice-presidents. 


War Output Up 
At U.S. Rubber 


NEW YORK.—Shipments of 
war products by United States 
Rubber Co. during the first six 
months of 1942 were more than 
three times as large as those for the 
corresponding period of 1941, F. B. 
Davis jr., chairman and president, 
announced last week in the com- 
pany’s semi-annual report. 

During the period, Davis said, 
the company was awarded govern- 
ment contracts to operate seven 
additional war plants, bringing to 
nine the number of war factories 
now under the company’s manage- 
ment. Included in the new as- 
signments were plants for the 
manufacture of synthetic rubber, 
ammunition, explosives, and the 
loading of shells and fuses. 

Consolidated net income before 
war-loss provisions was $4,296,490, 
and after war-loss provisions of 
$2,741,649 there was carried to 
earned surplus $1,554,841. This 
compares with $6,203,314 carried 
to surplus for the same period last 
year. Consolidated net sales were 
$130,814,895, a decrease of $19,862,- 
844, or 13 percent compared with 
the 1941 period. 
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Labor, Management 
Back Conservation 


Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON. — Four leading 
spokesmen for American labor and 
management groups have joined in 
an appeal for support of the nation- 
wide transportation conservation 
program, which the Highway Traf- 
fic Advisory committee of the U. 
S. War department is administer- 
ing at request of the Office of De- 
fense Transportation. 

Public Roads Commissioner 
Thomas H. MacDonald, chairman 





New Customer 
Worth $25 Net 
Profit a Year 


DETROIT.—Every new customer 
is worth $25 net profit a year to 
the automotive dealer, according 
to W. E. Blank, sales manager of 
the USL Battery Corp., a subsid- 
iary of Electric Auto-Lite Co. 

In discussing present-day serv- 
ice problems, Blank brought to 
light the silver lining in a business 
picture obscured by the clouds of 
tire, gasoline and other rationing 
restrictions. Never before have 
car owners been so service-minded 
as today, Blank pointed out, which 
makes it far easier for service 
station operators, garage men and 
ear dealers who use modern mer- 
chandising methods to increase 
their customer list. 

Although there are fewer cars 
on the road which means fewer 
prospects to sell, there will also be 
fewer dealers to sell them. Smart, 
up-and-coming business - building 
dealers who take advantage of 
their opportunities will not only 
survive, but in many cases actual- 
ly do more business. 

The battery, Blank continued, is 
the one bring-’em-back item which 
is still being sold and serviced. 

Blank urges dealers to adopt a 
ecard index plan with a running 
record of each customer's car. A 
personalized service for the cus- 
tomer assures proper and constant 
check of battery greasing, oil, etc. 
—and insures the dealer on getting 
the business. In gasoline-rationed 
areas, with cars sitting idle in the 
garage, battery mortality is bound 
to be high. The aggressive dealer 
with recorded data will perform a 
service not only to his customer, 
but also his country. 





Canton Dealers 


Junk Cars 


CANTON, O.—Canton automobile 
dealers contributed as many as 
eight or nine cars apiece toward 
the 200 jalopies collected in the 
recent junker drive, the War Pro- 
duction Board has revealed. 

The report came from A. M. 
Robinson, newly appointed district 
chief of the automobile salvage 
section of WPB, who made public 
a letter he received from Charles 
M. Isaac, executive manager of 
the Stark County Automobile 
Dealers Assn. 

“We are pleased to advise that 
during the test drive more than 
200 junked cars were turned into 
the automobile wrecking yards for 
salvage,” said Isaac’s letter. 

The dealers association, at the 
request of John J. Sheehan, WPB 
representative, contacted all auto- 
mobile dealers in Stark County 
with the request that they cooper- 
ate with the scrap drive by turning 
in junk cars in their possession. 


About Half of Pa.’s Cars 


Fail to Get Inspection 


HARRISBURG, Pa. Approxi- 
mately 1,000,000 of Pennsylvania's 
2,300,000 registered automobiles 
were not inspected during the 
semi-annual checkup which ended 
July 31, Acting Insurance Commis- 


sioner Ralph H. Alexander has 
announced. 
Alexander said only 1,300,000 


automobiles had been checked by 
otticial inspection stations at the 
deadline, and that the majority of 
those were holders of “A” gaso- 
line ration books. 


of the committee, made public last 
week 
committee’s objectives by William 
Green, president, American Federa- 


Organizations; T. C. 







' was studied at some length and 
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joint endorsement of the 


tion of Labor; Philip Murray, 
president, Congress of Industrial 
Cashen, 
chairman, Railway Labor Execu- 
tives Assn., and William P. With- 
erow, president, National Assn. of 
Manufacturers. 

Program seeks to conserve high- 
way transport facilities for es- 
sential war purpose, (1) by stagger- 
ing business, school and working 
hours, where feasible, to obtain 
maximum use of buses and street 
cars; (2) by an increase in pas- 
senger car efficiency and reduced 
tire mileage through group riding; 
and (3) through improved regula- 
tion of street traffic to make pos- 
sible more efficient movement of 
vehicles. 

In response to a request for co- 
operation from ODT Director 
Joseph B. Eastman, the state 
governors and mayors of cities 
and towns already have anvointed 
more than 1,000 State and local 
transportation administrators, with 
the number increasing daily. 

In advising Chairman MacDon- 
ald of his organization’s support, 
Witherow said: 

“Naturally, we in industry have 
the keenest appreciation of the 
importance of this task. The main- 
tenance of fire power, so necessary 
on the battlefront, is in direct 
ratio to the maintenance of fire 
power on the industrial front. Now 
that we are over the hump, noth- 
ing can be permitted to interfere 
with a continuation of war pro- 
duction.” 


Longer-Lived . 


Batteries OK’d 


WASHINGTON. — Longer-lasting 
automotive batteries were made 
possible last week by an amend- 
ment to Order M-112 permitting 
use of a higher content of anti- 
mony in the manufacture of grids. 

The action increases the per- 
mitted antimony content of alloys 
for grids from 7% percent by 
weight to 12 percent, provided only 
secondary antimonial lead is used. 
Limitation on the manufacture of 
automotive batteries has resulted 
in an increasing supply of sec- 
ondary antimonial lead. 





16 Sales in July 

WOOSTER, O.—Sixteen new auto- 
mobiles were sold in Wayne County in 
July, compared to 220 sold in the same 
month in 1941, according to records 
in the clerk of courts office here. There 
were 315 used automobiles sold this 
July compared to 571 in July, 1941 


NSPA Offers S 









Rationing Cuts Revenue 


Of Parking Meters 

WASHINGTON.—Because of 
gasoline and tire rationing, 
parking meter revenues are suf- 
fering, particularly in eastern 
cities, the Municipal Finance 
Officers Assn. reported last 
week. While the situation is not 
yet serious, June revenues per 
meter dropped 12 percent in 
rationed states from June, 1941, 
figures, and 5 percent in other 
states. Decline for all 125 cities 
in June from last year averaged 
7.68 percent. 





Big Demand 
For Cars Seen 


After War 


NEW YORK.—Automobiles will 
figure prominently in vast postwar 
purchases of goods to which the 
consumers of this country are even 
now looking forward, according to 
the findings of a preliminary sur- 
vey by the United States Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

Twelve percent of the families 
interviewed said they were plan- 
ning to buy automobiles. To be 
followed by a more intensive re- 
search, the chamber’s preliminary 
survey, called a “pilot canvass,” 
also showed that people wanted 
new homes, home improvements 
and conveniences, washing ma- 
chines, refrigerators and other 
articles tending to make living 
more comfortable. 

The full survey will be divided 
into two phases—consumer re- 
search and specific industrial re- 
search. First to be analyzed will 
be the postwar market. Then, the 
market analysis will be translated 
into terms of raw materials, plant 
capacity, machine tools and labor 
required to meet the demands 
of consumers. 





Insurance Firms Stand Pat 


On Automobile Rates 


CHICAGO.—Decreased usage of 
motor cars will bring no cut in 
insurance rates, it was predicted 
here last week by casualty com- 
pany officials. They gave as their 
reasons: 

Fears that fewer automobiles will 
mean more people per car and) 
more chance for accidents; greater 
hazards from driving in dim-outs; 
greater risk because of the condi- 
tion of tires which are difficult to 
replace under rationing; more bi- 
cycle and pedestrian travel, and a 
tendency of many motorists to 
drive their cars to the limit in a| 
short period of time because of | 
statements that the government | 
may take over passenger cars. 


| 
| 
| 
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“Worth its weight’ in 
News 


Dealers say about Automotive 


uggestions 


On Wartime Operations 


DETROIT.—Specific recommend- 
ations to guide both wholesalers 
and manufacturers in their war- 
time business operations now are 
being bulletined to members of the 
National Standard Parts Assn. as 
a result of the organization’s recent 
annual Mid-Summer Conference in 
Detroit. 

Virtually all major war-born 
problems of the automotive after- 
market have been considered by 
specially qualified groups. Definite 
plans were formulated for services 
and activities designed to allevi- 
ate difficulties and eliminate un- 
sound practices during the war 
period. 

Highlighting the activities re- 
ports at the Board of Directors’ 
meeting were the accounts of 
regional meetings conducted by the 
association as a nation-wide activ- 
ity earlier in the year. Continuation 
and still further expansion of this 
method of disseminating war in- 
formation received unanimous ap- 
proval. 

General recommendations to the 
trade include a note of warning to 
wholesalers that a suitable portion 
of their assets should be kept liquid 
throughout the war period. The 
constantly growing problem of | 
maintaining adequate personnel 








proposals for meeting the situation 
were developed. 

On the long list of subjects dis- 
cussed by the Marketing Research 
committee were such items as “Ex- 
panding Shop Opportunity” and 
“Sales Meetings in War-Time.” 
Conclusions were reached on the 
extent to which jobbers. should 
utilize their machine shops for war 
production work, the concensus 
being that new WPB regulations 
governing the rebuilding of worn 
parts will result in a constantly 
growing volume in the wholesaler’s 
shop. 

Many problems of mutual inter- 
est to both wholesalers and manu- 
facturers were dealt with in joint 
sessions representing the industry’s 
two divisions. Among these were 
“The Back Order Problem” and 
“Returning Goods to Manufac- 
turers.” 

Throughout the conference much 
time was devoted to consideration 
of the present and probable future 
effects of various government regu- 
lations on the industry’s overall 
business picture. Meeting with the 
NSPA executives as special guests 
were two top-ranking officials of 
the automotive section of WPB, 
R. L. Vaniman, deputy chief, and 
J. J. Donovan, chief automotive 
replacement parts division. 


Canada Limits 
Private Trucks 


To 35 Miles 


MONTREAL.—In a move to 
conserve available trucking equip- 
ment, the Wartime Prices and 
Trade has ruled that no private 
motor truck or trailer in Canada 
may operate more than 35 miles 
from its registered address with- 
out a special permit after Nov. 1. 
After Aug. 1, Services Administra- 
tor James Stewart said, every 
vehicle affected by the order must 
have “attached, or painted on both 
sides of the body” letters and 
figures not less than one inch in 
height indicating the name of the 
owner and the registered address 
of the machine. 

Summing up the provisions of 
the order and its exemptions, 
Stewart said: “Generally speaking, 
permits to operate beyond the 
35-mile limit will not be issued 
where it appears that there are 
public transportation facilities 
available which are capable of 
handling the movement and the 
private vehicle owner is unable to 
satisfy us that capacity or near- 
capacity load will be carried 
both ways. 

“This means that the owner of 
a private fleet might be able to 
obtain permits for only a limited 
number of vehicles in the fleet to 
operate Over certain specific routes 
or for a_ limited number of 
vehicles to operate for the particu- 
lar period of the year when return 
loads are available.” 

Exempt from the order are 
trucks or trailers registered or 
licensed by any province as a 
public vehicle operating for hire 
Aug 1; vehicles owned or operated 
by the Dominion government, any 
province or municipality; and such 
“essential services” as ambulances, 
trucks used for repairing disabled 
motor vehicles, fire fighting serv- 
ices, vehicles used for sanitation 
and health purposes, civilian de- 
fense, police services and transpor- 
tation of tools and equipment for 
repairing farm implements, boilers, 
boring machinery, threshing ma- 
chinery, grain elevators and manu- 
facturing plants. 

Farmers using trucks or trailers 
for transporting agriculture com- 
modities from or to a _ farm 
are not subject to the 35-mile 
limit restriction. 


Revisions Urged 


In Patent Laws 


NEW YORK.—Patent laws of 
the United States must be revised 
to encourage free enterprise and 
new capital now and after the war, 
Fortune magazine asserts in its 
August issue. 

Revisions suggested by the man- 
agement publication include: Some 
form of compulsory patent licens- 
ing that will contain special safe- 
guards for the small rising enter- 
prise; a limit of 17 years’ protection 
for basic patent holders, and aboli- 
tion of the improvement patent 
device that enables great corporate 
combinations to maintain patent 
monopolies in perpetuity. 

Pointing out that “most of 
American technological efficiency is 
bound up in some variation of 
patent pooling and cross-licensing,” 
Fortune declares that “it is on the 
issue of technological efficiency 
that the U. S. patent system poses 
the real problem of the times—a 
set of practices that contributed 
to our efficiency for peace, unpre- 
paredness for war, and may sstill 
sap the coming victory.” 


Tire Service Business 


Soars in Columbus 


COLUMBUS, O.—Columbus gar- 
age operators report that their 
business in repairing tires has in- 
creased 100 percent over that of 
last year and, with the arrival of 
high temperatures, the percentage 
of blowouts has increased even 
more. It is also reported that an 
average of 200 percent more tires 
are being repaired now than there 
was 60 days ago. 


Relief for ‘4? Maltese 


RICHMOND.—Insurance officials of 
the Virginia corporation commission 
are pondering the desirability of low- 
ering liability insurance rates _ for 
A-ratione? motorists, it has been 
learned. 
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Plans Mapped 
For Maintaining 


Civilian Vehicles 


NEW YORK.—Practical plans 
for operating and maintaining 
America’s fleets of motor trucks, 
buses and passenger cars under 
wartime conditions will be con- 
sidered at the War Transportation 
and Maintenance meeting of the 
Society of Automotive Engineers 
to be held Oct. 7-8 in the Hotel 
Pennsylvania here. The four tech- 
nical sessions and dinner, which 
comprise the program, will have 
only five speakers, so that the 
greater proportion of the time may 
be utilized by 500 fleet operators 
in discussing pertinent problems. 

SAE Vice-President J. Y. Ray, 
supervisor of automotive equipment 
for the Virginia Electric & Power 
Co., Richmond, Va., is chairman of 
the SAE Transportation and Main- 
tenance Activity committee which 
will have charge. E. W. Templin, 
automotive engineer, Los Angeles 
Department of Water & Power, 
Los Angeles, is vice-chairman. The 
program follows: 

Wednesday, Oct. 7— Morning: 
“Expander-Type Piston Rings to 
Prevent Excessive Cylinder Recon- 
ditioning,” Paul Friend, Wilkening 
Mfg. Co., Philadelphia. Afternoon: 
“Highway to Victory,” William J. 
Cumming, chief, Maintenance sec- 
tion, Office of Defense Transporta- 
tion, Washington. Evening Din- 
ner: “War on Wheels,” A. W. Her- 
rington, president, Society of Auto- 
motive Engineers; Marmon-Her- 
rington Co., Indianapolis. 

Thursday, Oct. 8— Morning: 
“Standard Practice Instructions,” 
J. Willard Lord, Atlantic Refin- 
ing Co., Philadelphia. Afternoon: 
“Metal-Coating of Automotive 
Parts,” John Wakefield, metalliz- 
ing Engineering Co., Long Island 
City, N. Y. 


GMC Dealer Council 


Confers on Plans 


PONTIAC.—GMC Truck dealers 
from Michigan and adjacent states 
were in Detroit Thursday to re- 
view the General Motors Truck 
and Coach war-time service pro- 
gram and to formulate plans for 
the coming months. 

Among the General Motors 
Truck and Coach officials attend- 
ing the meeting were T. B. Cook- 
erly jr., manager, wholesale sales; 
A. A. Shantz, assistant general 
parts and service manager; H. T. 
DeHart, manager of advertising; 
and R. C. Woodhouse, sales and 
service merchandising manager. 

Dealer representation was from 
Green Bay, Wis.; South Bend, 
Indianapolis and Fort Wayne, 
Ind.; Charleston, W. Va.; Colum- 
bus, Dayton, Lima and Toledo, O.; 
Flint and Grand Rapids, Mich. 





























